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Evolution and the Apparent Inconscience of

Matter

“The involution of a superconscient Spirit in inconscient

Matter is the secret cause of this visible and apparent world. The

keyword of the earth's riddle is the gradual evolution of a hidden

illimitable consciousness and power out of the seemingly inert yet

furiously driven force of insensible Nature. Earth-life is one self-

chosen habitation of a great Divinity and his aeonic will is to

change it from a blind prison into his splendid mansion and high

heaven-reaching temple.”1

“Evolution is the one eternal dynamic law and hidden
process of  the earth-nature.”2

“Matter, the medium of all this evolution, is seemingly

inconscient and inanimate; but it so appears to us only because
we are unable to sense consciousness outside a certain limited
range, a fixed scale or gamut to which we have access. Below

us there are lower ranges to which we are insensible and

these we call subconscience or inconscience. Above us are
higher ranges which are to our inferior nature an unseizable
superconscience.

The difficulty of Matter is not an absolute inconscience
but an obscured consciousness limited by its own movement,

vaguely, dumbly, blindly self-aware, only mechanically

responsive to anything outside its own form and force. At its

worst it can be called not so much inconscience as nescience.
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The awakening of a greater and yet greater consciousness in

this Nescience is the miracle of  the universe of  Matter.

This nescience of Matter is a veiled, an involved or a
somnambulist consciousness which contains all the latent
powers of  the Spirit. In every particle, atom, molecule, cell

of Matter there lives hidden and works unknown all the
omniscience of the Eternal and all the omnipotence of the
Infinite.

The evolution of  forms and powers by which Matter
will become more and more conscious until passing beyond
form and life and mind it becomes aware with the supernal
awareness of the eternal and infinite Spirit in his own highest
ranges, this is the meaning of  earth existence. The slow self-
manifesting birth of God in Matter is the purpose of the
terrestrial Lila.”3

“The Matter that we see and sense is only an outermost

sheath and coating; behind it are other subtler degrees of

physical substance which are less dense with the atomic

nescience and it is easier for Life and Mind to enter into them
and operate. If finer invisible physical layers or couches did

not exist supporting this gross visible physical world, that

world could not abide; for then the fine operations of
transmission between Spirit and Matter [could not] be executed
at all and it is these that render the grosser visible operations

possible. The evolution would be impossible; life and mind
and beyond-mind would be unable to manifest in the material
universe.
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There is not only this material plane of being that we

see, there is a physical life plane proper to the vital physical
operation of Nature. There is a physical mind plane proper to
a mental physical operation of Nature. There is a physical
supermind plane proper to the supramental physical operation
of Nature. There is too a plane of physical spirit power or
infinite physical Being-Consciousness-Force-Bliss proper to

the spiritual physical operations of Nature. It is only when
we have discovered and separated these planes of Nature
and of our physical being and analysed the synthesis of their
contributions to the whole play that we shall discover how
the evolution of vital, mental and spiritual consciousness
became possible in inconscient Matter.”4
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The Purpose of  Creation

“The universe is an objectivisation of the Supreme, as if

He had objectivised himself outside of himself in order to
see himself, to live himself, to know himself, and so that
there might be an existence and a consciousness capable of
recognising him as their origin and uniting consciously with
him to manifest him in the becoming. There is no other reason
for the universe. The earth is a kind of  symbolic crystallisation

of universal life, a reduction, a concentration, so that the
work of  evolution may be easier to do and follow. And if  we
see the history of  the earth, we can understand why the
universe has been created. It is the Supreme growing aware
of himself in an eternal Becoming; and the goal is the union
of  the created with the Creator, a union that is conscious,
willing and free, in the Manifestation.

That is the secret of Nature. Nature is the executive
Force, it is she who does the work.

And she takes up this creation, which appears to be totally
inconscient but which contains the Supreme Consciousness

and sole Reality and she works so that all this can develop,

become self-aware and realise itself  fully. But she does not
show it from the very beginning. It develops gradually, and

that is why at the start it is a secret which will be unveiled as

it nears the end. And man has reached a point in the evolution
high enough for this secret to be unveiled and for what was
done in an apparent inconscience to be done consciously,
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willingly, and therefore much more rapidly and in the joy of
realisation.

In man one can already see that the spiritual reality is
being developed and that it is going to express itself totally
and freely. Formerly, in the animal and the plant, it was... it
was necessary to be very clear-sighted to see it, but man is

himself  conscious of  this spiritual reality, at least in the higher
part of his human existence. Man is beginning to know what
the Supreme Origin wants of him and is collaborating in
carrying it out.

Nature wants the creation to become conscious of being
the Creator himself  in an objectivisation, that is to say, there
is no difference between the Creator and the Creation, and
the goal is a conscious and realised union. That is the secret
of  Nature.”5

“A mutual debt binds man to the Supreme:

His nature we must put on as he put ours;

We are sons of God and must be even as he:
His human portion, we must grow divine.
Our life is a paradox with God for key.”6
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The Process of  Evolution

 “A Spiritual evolution, an evolution of  consciousness in

Matter in aconstant developing self-formation till the form
can reveal the indwelling Spirit, is then the key-note, the central
significant motive of the terrestrial existence. This significance
is concealed at the outset by the involution of the Spirit, the
Divine Reality, in a dense material Inconscience; a veil of
Inconscience, a veil of insensibility of Matter hides the

universal Consciousness-Force which works within it, so that
the Energy, which is the first form the Force of  creation
assumes in the physical universe, appears to be itself
inconscient and yet does the works of a vast occult
Intelligence. The obscure mysterious creatrix ends indeed by
delivering the secret consciousness out of its thick and
tenebrous prison; but she delivers it slowly, little by little, in

minute infinitesimal drops, in thin jets, in small vibrant

concretions of  energy and substance, of  life, of  mind, as if
that were all she could get out through the crass obstacle, the
dull reluctant medium of an inconscient stuff of existence.

At first she houses herself  in forms of  Matter which appear

to be altogether unconscious, then struggles towards mentality

in the guise of living Matter and attains to it imperfectly in
the conscious animal. This consciousness is at first

rudimentary, mostly a half  subconscious or just conscious

instinct; it develops slowly till in more organised forms of
living Matter it reaches its climax of intelligence and exceeds
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itself in Man, the thinking animal who develops into the

reasoning mental being but carries along with him even at his
highest elevation the mould of  original animality, the dead
weight of  subconscience of  body, the downward pull of
gravitation towards the original Inertia and Nescience, the
control of an inconscient material Nature over his conscious
evolution, its power for limitation, its law of difficult

development, its immense force for retardation and frustration.
This control by the original Inconscience over the
consciousness emerging from it takes the general shape of a
mentality struggling towards knowledge but itself, in what
seems to be its fundamental nature, an Ignorance. Thus
hampered and burdened, mental man has still to evolve out
of himself the fully conscious being, a divine manhood or a

spiritual and supramental supermanhood which shall be the
next product of the evolution. That transition will mark the

passage from the evolution in the Ignorance to a greater

evolution in the Knowledge, founded and proceeding in the
light of the Superconscient and no longer in the darkness of
the Ignorance and Inconscience.”7

“It is quite true that to a surface view Life seems only an

operation of Matter, Mind an activity of Life, and it might

seem to follow that what we call the soul or spirit is only a

power of  mentality, soul a fine form of  Mind, spirituality a
high activity of  the embodied mental being. But this is a

superficial view of  things due to the thought’s concentrating
on the appearance and process and not looking at what lies
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behind the process. One might as well on the same lines have

concluded that electricity is only a product or operation of
water and cloud matter, because it is in such a field that
lightning emerges; but a deeper inquiry has shown that both
cloud and water have, on the contrary, the energy of  electricity
as their foundation, their constituent power or energy-
substance: that which seems to be a result is, – in its reality,

though not in its form, – the origin; the effect is in the essence
pre-existent to the apparent cause, the principle of the
emergent activity precedent to its present field of action. So
it is throughout evolutionary Nature; Matter could not have
become animate if the principle of Life had not been there
constituting Matter and emerging as a phenomenon of Life-
in-Matter; Life-in-Matter could not have begun to feel,

perceive, think, reason, if the principle of Mind had not been
there behind life and substance, constituting it as its field of

operation and emergent in the phenomenon of a thinking life

and body: so too spirituality emerging in Mind is the sign of a
power which itself has founded and constituted life, mind
and body and is now emerging as a spiritual being in a living

and thinking body. How far this emergence will go, whether it

will become dominant and transform its instrument, is a
subsequent question; but what is necessary first to posit is
the existence of Spirit as something else than Mind and greater

than Mind, spirituality as something other than mentality and

the spiritual being therefore as something distinct from the

mental being: Spirit is a final evolutionary emergence because
it is the original involutionary element and factor. Evolution
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is an inverse action of the involution: what is an ultimate and
last derivation in the involution is the first to appear in the
evolution; what was original and primal in the involution is in
the evolution the last and supreme emergence.”8

“One result of  the intervention of  Supermind in the
earth-nature, the descent of  the supreme creative Truth-Power,
might well be a change in the law of evolution, its method
and its arrangement: a larger element of the principle of
evolution through knowledge might enter into the forces of

the material universe. This might extend itself from a first
beginning in the new creation and produce increasing effects
in the order which is now wholly an evolution in the ignorance
and indeed starts from the complete nescience of the
Inconscient and proceeds towards what can be regarded even
in its highest attainment of knowledge as a lesser ignorance,
since it is more a representation than a direct and complete

possession of knowledge. If man began to develop the powers

and means of  a higher knowledge in something like fullness,
if the developing animal opened the door of his mentality to
beginnings of  conscious thought and even a rudimentary

reason, – at his highest he is not so irrevocably far from that

even now, – if  the plant developed its first subconscient

reactions and attained to some kind of  primary nervous
sensitiveness, if  Matter which is a blind form of  the Spirit

were to become more alive with the hidden power within it

and to offer more readily the secret sense of  things, the occult
realities it covers, as for instance, the record of  the past it
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always preserves even in its dumb inconscience or the working
of its involved forces and invisible movements revealing veiled
powers in material nature to a subtler generalised perception
of the new human intelligence, this would be an immense
change promising greater changes in the future, but it would
mean only an uplifting and not a disturbance of the universal

order. Evolution would itself  evolve, but it would not be
perturbed or founder.”9

“The cycles of evolution tend always upward, but they

are cycles and do not ascend in a straight line. The process
therefore gives the impression of a series of ascents and
descents, but what is essential in the gains of  the evolution is
kept or, even if  eclipsed for a time, re-emerges in new forms
suitable to the new ages.”10
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Man and the Evolution

     “Traditions – which of  course are only oral traditions
and from the scientific point of view quite questionable, but
which are based on individual memories – say that the first
man or the first human pair or the first human individuals
were materialised in accordance with an occult method,

something like the one Sri Aurobindo foretells for the future
supramental process; that is, that beings belonging to higher
worlds have, by a process of concentration and materialisation,
built or formed for themselves bodies of  physical matter. It
probably wasn’t the lower species which progressively
produced a body which became the first human body.

According to spiritual and occult knowledge,

consciousness precedes form; consciousness by self-
concentration produces its form; whereas, according to the
materialist idea, it is form which precedes consciousness and

makes it possible for consciousness to manifest. For those

who have some knowledge of the invisible worlds and a direct
perception of  the play of  forces, there is no possible doubt:
it is necessarily consciousness which produces a form in order

to manifest. Now, the way things are arranged on earth, it is

quite certainly a consciousness of a higher order which

penetrates a form and helps to transform it, so that this form
may become – either immediately or through successive

generations – capable of  manifesting that consciousness. For

those who have the inner vision and knowledge, this is
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absolutely beyond doubt. It is impossible for it to be

otherwise.”11

“In the previous stages of  the evolution Nature’s first
care and effort had to be directed towards a change in the
physical organisation, for only so could there be a change of

consciousness; this was a necessity imposed by the
insufficiency of the force of consciousness already in
formation to effect a change in the body. But in man a reversal
is possible, indeed inevitable; for it is through his
consciousness, through its transmutation and no longer through
a new bodily organism as a first instrumentation that the

evolution can and must be effected. In the inner reality of
things a change of consciousness was always the major fact,
the evolution has always had a spiritual significance and the
physical change was only instrumental; but this relation was

concealed by the first abnormal balance of  the two factors,
the body of the external Inconscience outweighing and

obscuring in importance the spiritual element, the conscious

being. But once the balance has been righted, it is no longer
the change of body that must precede the change of
consciousness; the consciousness itself by its mutation will

necessitate and operate whatever mutation is needed for the

body. It has to be noted that the human mind has already

shown a capacity to aid Nature in the evolution of new types
of  plant and animal; it has created new forms of  its

environment, developed by knowledge and discipline
considerable changes in its own mentality. It is not an
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impossibility that man should aid Nature consciously also in
his own spiritual and physical evolution and transformation.
The urge to it is already there and partly effective, though
still incompletely understood and accepted by the surface

mentality; but one day it may understand, go deeper within
itself  and discover the means, the secret energy, the intended
operation of  the Consciousness-Force within which is the
hidden reality of  what we call Nature.”12

“Man’s urge towards spirituality is the inner driving of
the spirit within him towards emergence, the insistence of the
Consciousness-Force of  the being towards the next step of
its manifestation. It is true that the spiritual urge has been
largely other-wordly or turned at its extreme towards a spiritual
negation and self-annihilation of the mental individual; but

this is only one side of its tendency maintained and made

dominant by the necessity of passing out of the kingdom of
the fundamental Inconscience, overcoming the obstacle of
the body, casting away the obscure vital, getting rid of  the

ignorant mentality, the necessity to attain first and foremost,

by a rejection of all these impediments to spiritual being, to a

spiritual status. The other, the dynamic side of  the spiritual
urge has not been absent, – the aspiration to a spiritual mastery

and mutation of Nature, to a spiritual perfection of the being,

a divinisation of  the mind, the heart and the very body: there
has even been the dream or a psychic prevision of a fulfilment
exceeding the individual transformation, a new earth and

heaven, a city of God, a divine descent upon earth, a reign of
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the spiritually perfect, a kingdom of God not only within us
but outside, in a collective human life. However obscure may
have been some of  the forms taken by this aspiration, the
indication they contain of the urge of the occult spiritual
being within to emergence in earth-nature is unmistakable.

If  a spiritual unfolding on earth is the hidden truth of
our birth into Matter, if it is fundamentally an evolution of
consciousness that has been taking place in Nature, then man
as he is cannot be the last term of  that evolution: he is too
imperfect an expression of the Spirit, Mind itself a too limited

form and instrumentation; Mind is only a middle term of
consciousness, the mental being can only be a transitional
being. If, then, man is incapable of  exceeding mentality, he
must be surpassed and Supermind and superman must
manifest and take the lead of the creation. But if his mind is

capable of opening to what exceeds it, then there is no reason

why man himself  should not arrive at Supermind and
supermanhood or at least lend his mentality, life and body to

an evolution of  that greater term of  the Spirit manifesting in

Nature.”13

“The condition of present-day civilisation, materialistic

with an externalised intellect and life-endeavour, which you
find so painful, is an episode, but one which was perhaps
inevitable. For if  the spiritualisation of  the mind, life and

body is the thing to be achieved, the conscious presence of

the Spirit even in the physical consciousness and material

body, an age which puts Matter and the physical life in the
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forefront and devotes itself to the effort of the intellect to
discover the truth of  material existence, had perhaps to come.
On one side, by materialising everything up to the intellect

itself it has created the extreme difficulty of which you speak
for the spiritual seeker, but, on the other hand, it has given
the life in Matter an importance which the spirituality of the
past was inclined to deny to it. In a way it has made the
spiritualisation of it a necessity for spiritual seeking and so
aided the descent movement of the evolving spiritual

consciousness in the earth-nature. More than that we cannot
claim for it; its conscious effect has been rather to stifle and
almost extinguish the spiritual element in humanity; it is only
by the divine use of the pressure of contraries and an
intervention from above that there will be the spiritual
outcome.”14
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The Necessity of  Rebirth

      “This terrestrial evolutionary working of  Nature from
Matter to Mind and beyond it has a double process: there is
an outward visible process of physical evolution with birth as
its machinery, – for each evolved form of  body housing its
own evolved power of consciousness is maintained and kept
in continuity by heredity; there is, at the same time, an invisible

process of soul evolution with rebirth into ascending grades
of  form and consciousness as its machinery. The first by
itself would mean only a cosmic evolution; for the individual
would be a quickly perishing instrument, and the race, a more
abiding collective formulation, would be the real step in the
progressive manifestation of the cosmic Inhabitant, the
universal Spirit: rebirth is an indispensable condition for any

long duration and evolution of the individual being in the
earth-existence. Each grade of cosmic manifestation, each type

of  form that can house the indwelling Spirit, is turned by

rebirth into a means for the individual soul, the psychic entity,
to manifest more and more of its concealed consciousness;
each life becomes a step in a victory over Matter by a greater

progression of consciousness in it which shall make eventually

Matter itself  a means for the full manifestation of  the Spirit.”15

“...Nature was following an ascending progression in order

to manifest more and more the divine consciousness contained
in all forms. So, with each new form that it produces, Nature
makes a form capable of  expressing more completely the
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spirit which this form contains. But if  it were like this, a form
comes, develops, reaches its highest point and is followed by
another form; the others do not disappear, but the individual

does not progress. The individual dog or monkey, for instance,
belongs to a species which has its own peculiar characteristics;
when the monkey or the man arrives at the height of its
possibilities, that is, when a human individual becomes the
best type of  humanity, it will be finished; the individual will
not be able to progress any farther. He belongs to the human

species, he will continue to belong to it. So, from the point of
view of  terrestrial history there is a progress, for each species
represents a progress compared with the preceding species;
but from the point of view of the individual, there is no
progress: he is born, he follows his development, dies and
disappears. Therefore, to ensure the progress of  the individual,

it was necessary to find another means; this one was not

adequate. But within the individual, contained in each form,
there is an organisation of consciousness which is closer to

and more directly under the influence of the inner divine

Presence, and the form which is under this influence – this
kind of  inner concentration of  energy – has a life independent
of  the physical form – this is what we generally call the ‘soul’

or the ‘psychic being’ – and since it is organised around the

divine centre it partakes of the divine nature which is immortal,
eternal. The outer body falls away, and this remains throughout
every experience that it has in each life, and there is a progress

from life to life, and it is the progress of the same individual.

And this movement complements the other, in the sense that
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instead of  a species which progresses relative to other species,
it is an individual who passes through all the stages of progress
of these species and can continue to progress even when the
species have reached the limit of their possibilities and... stay
there or disappear – it depends on the case – but they cannot
go any farther, whereas the individual, having a life independent

of  the purely material form, can pass from one form to another
and continue his progress indefinitely. That makes a double
movement which completes itself. And that is why each
individual has the possibility of reaching the utmost realisation,
independent of  the form to which he momentarily belongs.”16
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The Role of  Avatars in Evolution

“...I could speak to you of  a very old tradition, more

ancient than the two known lines of spiritual and occult
tradition, that is, the Vedic and Chaldean lines; a tradition
which seems to have been at the origin of these two known
traditions, in which it is said that when, as a result of  the
action of the adverse forces – known in the Hindu tradition
as the Asuras – the world, instead of developing according to

its law of  Light and inherent consciousness, was plunged into
the darkness, inconscience and ignorance that we know, the
Creative Power implored the Supreme Origin, asking him for
a special intervention which could save this corrupted
universe; and in reply to this prayer there was emanated from
the Supreme Origin a special Entity, of  Love and
Consciousness, who cast himself  directly into the most

inconscient matter to begin there the work of awakening it to

the original Consciousness and Love.

In the old narratives this Being is described as stretched

out in a deep sleep at the bottom of  a very dark cave, and in
his sleep there emanated from him prismatic rays of light

which gradually spread into the Inconscience and embedded

themselves in all the elements of this Inconscience to begin
there the work of  Awakening.

If one consciously enters into this Inconscient, one can
still see there this same marvellous Being, still in deep sleep,
continuing his work of emanation, spreading his Light; and he
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will continue to do it until the Inconscience is no longer
inconscient, until Darkness disappears from the world – and
the whole creation awakens to the Supramental Consciousness.

And it is remarkable that this wonderful Being strangely
resembles the one whom I saw in vision one day, the Being
who is at the other extremity, at the confines of  form and the
Formless. But that one was in a golden, crimson glory, whereas
in his sleep the other Being was of a shining diamond whiteness
emanating opalescent rays.

In fact, this is the origin of  all Avatars. He is, so to say,
the first universal Avatar who, gradually, has assumed more
and more conscious bodies and finally manifested in a kind
of recognised line of Beings who have descended directly from

the Supreme to perfect this work of preparing the universe
so that, through a continuous progression, it may become

ready to receive and manifest the supramental Light in its

entirety.

In every country, every tradition, the event has been

presented in a special way, with different limitations, different
details, particular features, but truly speaking, the origin of  all
these stories is the same, and that is what we could call a

direct, conscious intervention of  the Supreme in the darkest

matter, without going through all the intermediaries, in order

to awaken this Matter to the receptivity of  the Divine Forces.

The intervals separating these various incarnations seem

to become shorter and shorter, as if, to the extent that Matter
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became more amd more ready, the action could accelerate

and become more and more rapid in its movement, more and
more conscious too, more and more effective and decisive.

And it will go on multiplying and intensifying until the
entire universe becomes the total Avatar of  the Supreme.”17

“Avatarhood would have little meaning if  it were not
connected with the evolution. The Hindu procession of the
ten Avatars is itself, as it were, a parable of  evolution. First

the Fish Avatar, then the amphibious animal between land
and water, then the land animal, then the Man-Lion Avatar,
bridging man and animal, then man as dwarf, small and
undeveloped and physical but containing in himself the
godhead and taking possession of existence, then the rajasic,
sattwic, nirguna Avatars, leading the human development from

the vital rajasic to the sattwic mental man and again the

overmental superman. Krishna, Buddha and Kalki depict the
last three stages, the stages of  the spiritual development –

Krishna opens the possibility of  overmind, Buddha tries to

shoot beyond to the supreme liberation but that liberation is
still negative, not returning upon earth to complete positively
the evolution; Kalki is to correct this by bringing the Kingdom

of the Divine upon earth, destroying the opposing Asura

forces. The progression is striking and unmistakable.”18
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The Divine Grace and Evolution

“In the whole manifestation there is an infinite Grace
constantly at work to bring the world out of  the misery, the
obscurity and the stupidity in which it lies. From all time this
Grace has been at work, unremitting in its effort, and how
many thousands of  years were necessary for this world to
awaken to the need for something greater, more true, more

beautiful.

Everyone can gauge, from the resistance he meets in his
own being, the tremendous resistance which the world opposes

to the work of the Grace.

And it is only when one understands that all external
things, all mental constructions, all material efforts are vain,
futile, if they are not entirely consecrated to this Light and

Force from above, to this truth which is trying to express

itself, that one is ready to make decisive progress. So the only
truly effective attitude is a perfect, total, fervent giving of
our being to That which is above us and which alone has the

power to change everything.

When you open to the Spirit within you it brings you a

first foretaste of that higher life which alone is worth living,

then comes the will to rise to that, the hope of reaching it, the
certitude that this is possible, and finally the strength to make
the necessary effort and the resolution to go to the very end.

First one must wake up, then one can conquer.”19
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